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frantic and barbarous proceedings in France will not
meliorate the stock of liberty, though for some time their
Majesties will be mighty tender of the rights of their
subjects.

According to this hypothesis I can administer some
comfort to you about your poor negroes. I do not imagine
that they will be emancipated at once ; but their fate will
be much alleviated, as the attempt will have alarmed their
butchers enough to make them gentler, like the European
monarchs, for fear of provoking the disinterested, who have
no sugar plantations) to abolish the horrid traffic.

I do not understand the manoeuvre of sugar, and, per-
haps, am going to talk nonsense, as my idea may be im-
practicable ; but I wish human wit, which is really very
considerable in mechanics and merchantry, could devise
some method of cultivating canes and making sugar without
the manual labour of the human species. How many mills
and inventions have there not been discovered to supply
succedaneums to the work of the hands, and which before
the discoveries would have been treated as visions! It is
true, manual labour has sometimes taken it very ill to
be excused, and has destroyed such mills; but the poor
negroes would not rise and insist upon being worked to
death. Pray talk to some ardent genius, but do not name
me; not merely because I may have talked like an idiot,
but because my ignorance might, ijvso facto, stamp the idea
with ridicule. People, I know, do not love to be put out of
their old ways: no farmer listens at first to new inventions
in agriculture; and I don't doubt but bread was originally
deemed a new-fangled vagary by those who had seen their
fathers live very comfortably upon acorns. Nor is there
any harm in starting new game to invention: many ex-
cellent discoveries have been made by men who were a la
chasse of something very different. I am not quite sure
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